Briefly, the balloon was constructed of latex securely tied over the end of PE 50 tubing. The latex and PE tubing logical criteria for a good lesion have been described previously [20] . The chest cavity of each animal was opened to reveal the right superior vena cava and atrium.
The balloon was inflated and placement was visually verified.
Rats that did not drink at least 1 ml during the balloon deflation condition were eliminated from the study.
A repeated measure ANOVA was used to compare water intake during balloon inflation and deflation conditions for each group at each time point. Differences between group water intake were analyzed using one-way ANOVAs. Sta- lesion from the present study is presented in Fig. 1 . The brains of sham-lesioned animals were examined to ensure there was no damage to the VLLPBN, and balloon placement was also verified. Eleven rats met both criteria.
Water intakes are presented in Fig. 2 . Very little drinking occurred within the first 15 min following isoproterenol administration and balloon inflation did not significantly alter water intake in either the lesioned (inflation: 1.4 + 0.9 ml; deflation: 0.4 + 0.4 ml) or sham-lesioned (inflation: 0.1 + 0.1 ml; deflation: 0.4 + 0.3 ml) group. However, 30 min after drug administration, water intake was significantly decreased in sham-lesioned rats during balloon inflation (inflation:
1.1 + 0.4 ml; deflation 3.0 + 0.7 ml). Balloon expansion had no effect on drinking behavior of the VLLPBN-lesioned rats at this time point (inflation: 5.1 + 2.2 ml; deflation: 5.3 + 1.6 ml). A similar trend was seen at 60 min post-isoproterenol delivery. Drinking in the sham-lesioned rats was significantly suppressed by RSVC/AJ stimulation (3.3 + 0.9 ml) as compared to the control condition (6.7 + 1.8 ml), whereas water intake in the lesion group was unaltered by balloon expansion (inflation: 10.3 __+ 2.3 ml; deflation:
10.2 + 1.9 ml). By the end of the experiment, 2 h after isoproterenol administration, water intake was no longer significantly decreased by RSVC/AJ expansion in the sham-lesioned rats (inflation: 5.5 + 1.8 ml; deflation: 7.2 + 1.7 ml). Water intake in the VLLPBN-lesioned rats remained unaffected by this stimulus (inflation:
11.0 ___ 2.5 ml; deflation: 10.8 + 2.4 ml).
Although there was a tendency for the VLLPBN-lesioned rats to drink more than the sham-lesioned animals, this trend did not reach statistical significance during the balloon deflation condition. L.E. Ohman, A.K. Johnson/Brain Research 695 (19951 275-278 Science B.V. 
